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Parenting Plan 
& Child Custody 

Evaluation 
Decision Tree: 

Process & 
Procedures

I. Preparation and Planning II. Data Collection

I9.Data Analysis, Synthesis,
and Corresponding
Recommendations

III. Formation of Initial
Hypotheses and Preliminary 

Decision Tree

Parenting Plan & Child Custody Evaluation Decision Tree: Process & Procedures

9. Reflection, Review,
Consultation, and Revision

Education: Standards/Guidelines.
Social Science Research.

Decision to accept the case.
Appointment Order.

Getting familiar with the case:
Identifying Case-Specific Issues & 

Sources for Obtaining Data.

Organization of the issues into 
themes & clusters.

Formation of hypotheses.
Creation of decision trees.

As data are collected, finalization 
of hypotheses & decision tree.

Collection of information from the 
parents, children and other 
important collateral sources 

regarding issues set forth in the 
appointment order.

Making sense of the information.
Analysis: Detailed examination of 

the data in relationship to the 
hypotheses as a basis for 

interpretation.
Synthesis: Combining & explaining 

of the data collected & analyzed 
resulting in recommendations. 

Double checking the work product 
to make sure the process & 

procedures have been transparent, 
all methods/procedures were 

followed, all information 
considered, & that the 

recommendations are followed up 
with measures of accountability.
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Keep them separate

DATA COLLECTION

&

HYPOTHESES

SYNTHESIS

CREATION OF 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

WITH 
ACCOUNTABILITY

ANALYSIS
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STOP!

Don’t miss anything…… whether 
large or small, clearly visible or 
hidden……

AND
Question everything……

AND
Consider everything with an 
inquisitory & open mind
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Keep an open mind
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A Narrow Perspective… 
Results in Missing Pieces 

February 9, 2024 Drozd (2024) 8



One step at a time
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Optimal 
Parenting 

Time 
Decision 

Tree

What is the optimal parenting time that 
the Child*should spend with each parent?

Safety Issues Children's Strengths &
Weaknesses

Parent A's 	 
Parent B's
MentaO 6WDEiOiW\ 
& 3DUHnWing 
&DSDFiW\

Children's
Temperament 

Children's 
3erVSectiYe Dnd
Wishes

Adjustment and 
Resiliency

Gatekeeping
Adaptive / 
Maladaptive
Facilitative / 
Restrictive / 
Protective

Age and Stage 
of Development

Mental stability 

Parenting capacity
Attunement
Nurturance
Protection
Teaching
Promoting children's 
separate and unique 
needs

Parenting problems

Hyper-vigilant
Intrusive
Too lax / too rigid
Self-centered
Enmeshed

4VCTUBODF�.JTVTF 
BOE�"CVTF

Logistics
1BSFOU�"hT &
Parent B's
Relationship

Communication Distance / time 
between homes

Supports the other 
parent's autonomy 
as a parent

    Proximity of  
FKiOGUHn
s sRFiDO� 
 HGXFDWiRnDO 
 

Exchanges

Children's 
Relationships

Children
s 
 relationships 
KisWRUiFDOO\

Sibling 
relationships

Children
s 
relationship with 
extended family

Children
s current  
relationship with 
each parent

Transition of 
children's 
iWHPs

Children
s 
relationship with 
peer networks

Degree of 
synchronicity of 
parents' calendars

Religious and 
holiday schedule

DPQZSJHIU�������-FTMJF�.��%SP[E
�1I�%�
�/BODZ�8��0MFTFO
�1I�%�
���.JDIBFM�4BJOJ
�.48
�1I�%��	MFTMJFESP[E!HNBJM�DPN


0QUJNBM�1BSFOUJOH�5JNF�%FDJTJPO�5SFF�#BTFE�6QPO�4IBSFE�1BSFOUJOH�.FHB�"OBMZTJT
�"'$$
�5PSPOUP
-FTMJF�.��%SP[E
�1I�%�
�/BODZ�8��0MFTFO
�1I�%�
���.JDIBFM�4BJOJ
�.48
�1I�%��	����
����� 
MFTMJF!MFTMJFESP[EQIE�DPNDPN��OBODZXPMFTFO!HNBJM�DPN��NJDIBFM�TBJOJ!VUPSPOUP�DB

*OUJNBUF�1BSUOFS
7JPMFODF

 $IJME�"CVTF��
/FHMFDU��
1IZTJDBM
�4FYVBM
1TZDIPMPHJDBM

 nHWZRUNs 
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Matrices

Analysis, Synthesis, 
Recommendations, 
& Accountability
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Custody Evaluation Assessment Matrix I 

Source of Concern Mother’s Information Father’s Information Child ’s Information Collateral Information Evaluator 
Observations 

Intimate Partner or Domestic Violence 

Child Abuse/Maltreatment and/or neglect 

Substance Abuse 

Mental health 

Child’s adjustment 

Child’s preferences 

Parenting Competency 

Co-Parenting Capacity 

Relocation 

Other Issues Relevant to Situation 

-FTMJF�.��%SP[E
�1I�%�
�/BODZ�8��0MFTFO
�1I�%�
���.JDIBFM�4BJOJ
�.48
�1I�%�	����

1BSFOUJOH�1MBO���$IJME�$VTUPEZ&WBMVBUJPOT��6TJOH�%FDJTJPO�5SFFT�UP�1SFWFOU�&WBMVBUPS�#JBT�BOE�*ODSFBTF�&WBMVBUPS�$PNQFUFODFData 

Collection

February 9, 2024 Drozd (2024) )(2024) 12



An
al

ys
is

Parenting Plan Evaluation Matrix II: Analysis  
Source of Concern Summary of ,QIRUPDWLRQ Analysis of ,QIRUPDWLRQ: Reliability & Validity� ������Inferences��6DIHW\��$FFHVV��7UDQVLWLRQV��'HFLVLRQ�0DNLQJ

Intimate Partner or Domestic violence 

Child Abuse/Maltreatment and/or Neglect 

Substance Abuse 

Mental Health 

Parenting Competency 

Co-parenting Capacity 

Relocation 

Other Issues 

-FTMJF�.��%SP[E
�1I�%�
�/BODZ�8��0MFTFO
�1I�%�
���.JDIBFM�4BJOJ
�.48
�1I�%�	����

1BSFOUJOH�1MBO���$IJME�$VTUPEZ&WBMVBUJPOT��6TJOH�%FDJTJPO�5SFFT�UP�1SFWFOU�&WBMVBUPS�#JBT�BOE�*ODSFBTF�&WBMVBUPS�$PNQFUFODF
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• Synthesis: 
• Creation of Recommendations

Data$Matrix$III:$Analysis,$Synthesis,$Recommendations,$&$Accountability$

1$

Themes 
(Level II Inferences: Analysis) 
[List Hypotheses under each 
theme.] 

Additive? Synergistic? 
Antagonistic? 
Direction?  
(Level III Inferences: Analysis) 

Parenting Plan Implications and 
Recommendations 
(Level IV Inferences: Synthesis) 

Accountability 

Safety 

Child’s Issues 

Parent’s Issues 

Children’s preferences 

Parenting Competency 

Co-parenting Capacity 

Gatekeeping 

Relocation 

Etc. 

-FTMJF�.��%SP[E
�1I�%�
�/BODZ�8��0MFTFO
�1I�%�
���.JDIBFM�4BJOJ
�.48
�1I�%�	����

1BSFOUJOH�1MBO���$IJME�$VTUPEZ&WBMVBUJPOT��6TJOH�%FDJTJPO�5SFFT�UP�1SFWFOU�&WBMVBUPS�#JBT�BOE�*ODSFBTF�&WBMVBUPS�$PNQFUFODF
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What’s Your Way?

• Know yourself well 
enough to create your 
own way & your own 
process to………………

• Increase Evaluator 
Competence, Avoid 
Preventable Errors, and 
Reduce Bias
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Leslie M. Drozd, Ph.D.
Seattle, Washington
Email: 
leslie@lesliedrozdphd.com
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