Tad Schmaltz (University of Michigan at Ann Arbor):
Descartes's Critique of Scholastic Teleology

It has been said that one mark of Descartes’s mdaglés his rejection of scholastic teleology.
However, | argue that Descartes’s attitude towaleblogy is more flexible than this rejection
may seem to indicate. | illustrate this flexibillly focusing on Descartes’s argument that
teleological explanations in scholastic physicswiefrom the confused sense that there are
“little souls” that cognize the ends of inanimatalkes. | link this objection to remarks in
Descartes’s writings that indicate that his criiepf teleology is qualified insofar as it allows fo
(1) genuine final causation in the case of finitaas, (2) the possibility that God’s action is
conditioned by (indifferently created) ends, andg¥ind of finality in the case of the mind-
body union that does not depend on divine teleology




