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UQTR PROCEDURES

FOR CO-SUPERVISION OF DOCTORATES

BACKGROUND
In 1996, through CREPUQ (Conference of Rectors and Principals of Quebec Universities), the Quebec universities entered into a formal agreement on the co-supervision of doctorates with CREPUQ’s French counterparts, the CPU (Conference of University Presidents) and CDEFI (Conference of Deans of French Schools of Engineering). This agreement pertains to the Doctorate Co-supervision program, which promotes the mobility of doctoral students between Quebec and France, allows a doctoral training process that is enriched by collaboration between professors from French and Quebec universities, and results in degrees from the two partner universities involved (in France and Quebec).
The Master Agreement for Co-Supervision of Doctorates was officially signed in Paris on October 18, 1996, by the president of CREPUQ and his French counterparts in the CPU and CDEFI. It has been in effect at UQTR since the 1997 fall semester. 

In parallel with this program, UQTR has made it possible for doctorate co-supervision to take place with all countries, and facilitates their implementation by offering bursaries to cover the extra fees charged to foreign students. Hence, foreign students registered in co-supervised doctoral studies pay the same tuition fees as Quebec students.
 

Here are some features of this program, which has been implemented at UQTR in accordance with the Master Agreement for Co-Supervision of Doctorates. 
Section 1

KEY PROVISIONS OF THE MASTER AGREEMENT
1.1
 The doctoral student’s studies and research are the responsibility of a thesis supervisor in a foreign institution and a thesis supervisor at UQTR, with both supervisors jointly exercising the powers attributed to a thesis supervisor.

1.2 The doctoral student shall complete a single thesis followed by a single defense, which may take place in either country and shall be recognized by both institutions. 
1.3 The jury shall consist of an equal number of researchers from the two partner institutions. It must include the two thesis supervisors and a member from outside the two institutions. 

1.4 The partner institution agrees to confer a doctorate, while UQTR will confer a Ph. D., or any other applicable graduate degree. The diploma shall be worded in such a way that it recognizes the collaboration of the partner institution and the co-supervision of the doctorate.
Section 2
OTHER FEATURES OF THE MASTER AGREEMENT
2.1 The doctoral student and his or her research supervisors must sign a Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement, which must be approved by the authorized representatives of both institutions.

2.2 At UQTR, the Co-Supervision Agreement is established by the appropriate form which must be signed by the student, the UQTR thesis supervisor, the Doctoral Program Director of UQTR and the Vice-Rector of Studies and Training. The foreign institution is represented by the signatories identified in the preamble of the Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement. 

2.3 The doctoral student shall register in both universities simultaneously and carry out his or her work on an alternating basis between the partner institution and UQTR.

2.4 The doctoral student shall only pay tuition and registration fees at the institution where he or she is currently in residence.

2.5 The doctoral student shall work under the supervision of two research supervisors, and shall fulfill, either cumulatively or by equivalency agreements, the requirements of the two institutions. This includes academic activities and doctoral (or comprehensive) examinations
. The doctoral student must also comply with the academic regulations of both institutions, including regulations pertaining to equivalencies. 

Section 3

UQTR ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
3.1 The conditions of the Doctorate Co-supervision process are subject to immigration and student mobility legislation, as well as to the terms and conditions regarding tuition fees in effect at UQTR and at the partner institution at the time the agreement is signed. 

3.2 Whether from Quebec or abroad, the doctoral student must be officially admitted to UQTR on the basis of a file submitted to the registrar's office. The committee or director of the program must decide whether or not to admit the foreign doctoral student, in the same process that applies to other students. A student who has not been admitted to UQTR must therefore submit, along with the Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement, documents in support of his or her application for admission (transcript, project description and sponsor letters, as required). The Doctorate Co-Supervision will not become valid until the student’s final acceptance into the program. 
3.3 It is expected that the Doctorate Co-Supervision be part of an existing partnership between the departments or programs, or between the two research supervisors involved. This partnership can be based on inter-institutional exchanges or protocols or on research partnerships between the two supervisors. This partnership is expected in the sense that the Doctorate Co-Supervision requires significant financial resources from the student as well as the research supervisors, who must be able to cover transportation and accommodation expenses resulting from their yearly travels and the costs related to the thesis defense (travel and accommodations for at least two jury members). UQTR does not pay for any of the expenses pertaining to a Doctorate Co-Supervision. Doctoral students from Quebec may participate in annual financial aid competitions organized by the government of Quebec. 
Section 4

STEPS AND PROCEDURES AT UQTR

4.1 Research supervisors must prepare a proposal for the doctoral student’s program of study (courses, seminars, comprehensive examination, etc.), provide instructions regarding the student’s residency periods at UQTR and record them in the Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement. This program of study and the schedule must be approved by the Comité de programme de cycles supérieurs (graduate program committee) or by the director of the program in question. Four rules must be respected in all cases:
4.1.1 The doctoral student’s program of study must comply with all of the UQTR program’s requirements.
4.1.2 Prior learning experience may be recognized, but this must be formally described in the agreement (in the section about academic activities) and cannot amount to more than ¾ of academic activities. 
4.1.3 The doctoral examination (or equivalent) is mandatory for all students.

4.1.4 The presentation of the thesis and the evaluation process must comply with current UQTR regulations. Any variance requires prior approval from the Dean of Studies.

 4.2 Doctoral students from Quebec must be enrolled continuously at UQTR. When they are not in Quebec, they must make arrangements with the Director of their program at UQTR and ensure that they are duly registered at the start of each semester. The registration process at the foreign institution is determined with that institution’s representatives; the regulation in the Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement stipulates that students must be continuously enrolled in both partner universities.
4.3 The doctoral student’s residency period at UQTR must comprise at least 2 full-time semesters. 
4.4 The doctoral student must fill out the UQTR Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement form and its appendix, if required. For a foreign doctoral student, the partner institution form is acceptable, provided its content is comparable to the UQTR form. 

4.5 Five (5) original copies of the Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement must be submitted to the Dean of Studies’ office during the doctoral student’s first year of registration.
4.6 The signature of the Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement by the program director signifies that the committee or UQTR program director has approved the doctoral student’s program of study. The signa​tures of the doctoral student and his or her research supervisors confirm that these persons agree to pay any specific costs (such as the cost of travel and accommodations abroad) incurred by the co-supervised doctorate.
4.7 At UQTR, it is the research supervisor’s duty to obtain the signatures required from the two institutions and to send a copy of the agreement bearing all of the signatures to the Dean of Studies’ office.
4.8 The co-supervised doctorate is only official when the Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement has been signed by all parties and submitted to the Dean of Studies’ office. 

4.9 The Dean of Studies’ office is responsible for sending a copy of the duly signed Doctorate Co-Supervision Agreement form to the Registrar’s office for each student involved in a co-supervised doctorate.
� Related fees may vary. 


� The doctoral (or comprehensive) examination may not form part of any recognized experience or equivalency.
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